March 24, 1983 LB 64

SENATOR LABEDZ; | still amvery hesitant to support LB 64,

I think it is an adm nistrative programthat shoul d be de-
cided, not by the Legislature, but by the adm nistration and
I don't think that we shoul d conbi ne the two under one pro-
ram i nasmuch as Senator Landis hinself said, there were two
undred fifty locations but as far as he knows, they are

gust the nutrition sites, the senior citizen prograns that
are in the...l imagine they cone fromthe Ofice on Aging.
Those people are invited to come in and speak on weatheri za-
tion or speak on energy assistance but they are not available
at all tines. Any time that any | ow income or the elderly
have a problemw th paying their utilities can go directly
to the Department of Welfare rather than trying to find some-
one that they can contact through the Department of Energy,
especially 1n the rural areas.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Your time is up,

SENATOR LABEDZ: | don't think they would have a problemin
the Gty of Omaha as nuch as they would in the rural areas,
I will not and cannot support LB 64,

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, M, Speaker, menbers of the

Legi sl ature, | woul d support LB 64 and use this to make a
coupl e of points, | guess, about sone other legislatlon in
the general area of energy, As you know, | have been very
interested init. W have about 418 nillion which cones
into this state fromthe federal government in ternms of a

| ow i ncome energy assistance block grant. O that anount,
014 mllion goes to heating assistance and about @6 nillion
goes to what is called Titie XX prograns, That is welfare
prograns. That is authorized under the federal governnent.
A certain percentage of your energy assistance is able to
be diverted to other assistance prograns and that is exactly
what is done. About 4800¢000 is used for adninistration.
About a million dollars goes for home weatherizati on and
then there is mscellaneous nonies that go several differ-
ent places. That is howthat 418 mllion is spent. Then

we have another block grant. It is called a weatherlzation
bl ock grant and that is about $3 nillion. Soyouhave 43
mllion there and another 41 mllion fromthe Low I ncone
Ener gy Assi stance Pr ogr am goi ng to home weat heri zati on.

The point that | think | amtrying...| think you should try
and under st and what Senator Landis tal ked about, is that it
isvery Inportart to keep these two prograns |inked together,
that they are two prograns that have the sane focal point in
that they both deal with the probl em of |ow income energy
assistance and it seens as though | think our priorities

may be backwards in ternms of 48 mllion fromthe federal



